
 

 

Lesson 8:  

Hafla!​ Sephardic and  

Middle Eastern Music 
 

Appendix B – ​Piyut:  Yismach Hatani  

  

 

 
 



 

Yismach Hatani 
The ​Piyut​, ​Yismach Hatani​, is sung in many Sephardic and Middle Eastern Jewish communities as the groom 
is called up to read the torah on the ​Shabbat Hatan​ (The shabbat after the wedding where it is traditional for 
the groom to be called up to the Torah). The author of this ​piyut​ is not known.  
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From​ ​https://www.scribd.com/doc/295733993/Yismach-Chatani 
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https://www.scribd.com/doc/295733993/Yismach-Chatani


 

What do you think?  

1. Do you recognize this piyut?  
2. How does the piyut describe a Jewish wedding?  
3. What is the message of this piyut? Give examples from the poem. 
4. Why do you think Jewish people wrote religious poems about the 

Shabbat? 

 

Let’s Listen and Discuss! 

● Who is performing the music? 
● What instruments do you hear?  
● What is the song’s tempo? Why do you think the creator chose this 

tempo? How does the tempo affect the feeling or mood of the music?  
● What other details can you hear? 
● How does this musical style affect the feeling or mood of the song?  
● Why do you think this music was composed? What might have been the 

composer’s purpose? What evidence supports your theory?  
● Who is the audience for this music? 
● How does the music make you feel?  
● How is the Sarit Hadad rendition different from the traditional 

rendition? 
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